BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLIMNA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Revacation
or Suspension of the Teaching ORDER OF SUSPENSION

Certification of Kimberlea Y. Wiliams {BEREACH OF CONTRACLT)

L )

Certificate 230350

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Caroling State Board of Education (State Board) considorod this
matter on May 13, 2008. On September 19, 2007, the South Carolina
Department of Education (Cepartment) sent Ms. Williams notice of her right to a
hearing  regarding the possible suspension of her South Careling educator
certificate by reqular and certificd mail, return reccipt requested,  delivery
restricted to addressee. The certificd mail was returnad. On Nowvernbar 1, 2007,
the Department sent M=, Williams a sccond notice of hor sight to a hearing
reqarding the possible suspension of her South Caraling educator certificate by
regular and certified mail, return receipt reguested, delivery rostricted fo
addressea. Mz, Williams received the notice on Movernber &, 2007, as evidenced
by a postal reccipt bearing hor signature,

an November 7, 2007, Ms, Williams sent written notice Lo Lhe Deparliment
requesting 4 hearing in this matter. On Decembar 6, 2007, the Department sent
notice to Ms. Williams and the Geargetown County School District [District) that
the hearing was scheduled in this matter. The hearing was held on January 9,
2008, and Geraldine Urbanic, Esquire servec as the Hearing Officer. Following the
hearing, Ms. Urbanic prepared a Hearng Officer’s Report that was presented to
the State Board. After hearing the information presented by Ms Uroanic, the
State Board voted to suspsnd Ms. Williams's educator certificate for a period of
ore year, commencing May 13, 2008, and ending May 12, 2009,
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FINDINGS OF FACT

This case oorcerns a formal complaint by the District seeking tha
suspension of the educator cerbificate of Kimberdee Y. Williams, The State Board
of Educatian has jurisdiction of this matter, pursuanl o 5.C, Code Ann. & 39-25-
150 (2004) and S.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-530 (2004).

Ms, Willlams holds a South Carcling educater certificete and has over four
yedars of leaching experience. On May 9, 2007, Ms. Williams slaned a continuing
contract with the District to serve as a Spanish Teacher for the 2007-2008 schoal
yaar. On August 8, 2007, Ms. Williams resigned her position and failed to report
to work on August 15, 2007, On August 15, 2007, the District notified Ms.
Willlams that her resignation would be accepled upon the Districk's finding a
suitable replacement. The District began good faith efforts to locate a
replacement for Ms, Williams. On October 1, 2007, a replacement teacher signed
a conlracl with the District. On Movember 12, 2007, Ms, Williams requested a
release from her teaching contract. On Mowember 13, 2007, Ms. Williams
raceived an official letter from the Districtk, releaging her from the teaching
contract with the District. The District alleges that the District endured a hardship
for approximately five and a half weeks, duse to Lthe lime that it took o find a
replacement teacker.

The hearing was held on January 9, 2008, st the District offices, 1.B. Beck
Administration and Education Center, Georgetown, South Cargling. Geraldine
Urbanic, served as the Hearing Officer. Following the hearing, Ms. Urbanic
preparcd a8 Hearing Officer’s ‘Report that was presented to the State beard
pursuant to 5.C. Code Ann. § 59-5-70(B) {Supp. 2005). After considering the
evidence presented by the Districk and Ms. Willlams, the Hearing Officer
recommended that the State Board suspend the educatcr certificate of Ms,
Williarns for @ period of cne year commencing on May 13, 2008 and anding on
May 12, 2009,
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CONCLUSTIONS OF LAW

The State EBoard may suspend the certificate of any person for
unprofessional corduct. 5.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-150 {2004} and 5.C, Code Ann,
g 59-25-530 (2004). Failing o comply with the provisions of & contract without
the writter consent of the local schaool board is deemed to be unprzfessional
conduct. Ulpon the formal complainge of the school board, subslantialed by
conclusive evidence, the State Board shall suspend or revoke the teacher's
cortiicate, for a pericd not to exceed one calendar year. Stale education
agencies in other states with reciprocal certification agreements skall be notifled
of the revocation of the certificate. 5.C. Code Ann § 59-25-530 (2004); 24 S.C.
Code Regs. 43-58.4 (1978), The State Beard finds that there s sufficient
avidence supporting its conclusion that Ms. Wiliams breached her Zonbract with
the Georgetown Counby School Districk, warranting the suspension of her
certificate for a period of one year, commencing o4 May 13, 2008, and ending or
YMay 12, 2009, It is therefore ordered that the educator certificate 230350 for
wimberle=e ¥, Williarms be suspended for a period of one year, commencing May
13, 2008, through May 12, 2009,

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

Calumbia, South Carolina
Maw 13, 2008



